LIBERALS COVERED LEGAL FEES OF 
2 CRIME INQUIRY WITNESSES 


DENNIS TRUDEAU 1 


Claude DesRosiers, president of the Quebec Liberal 
Party, yesterday confirmed he authorized use of party 
funds to pay the legal expenses of Rene Gagnon and 
Jean-Jacques Cote when they appeared before the 
organized crime inquiry last year. DesRosiers, 
commenting on earlier published reports about the 
payments, also confirmed he, personally, and then later 
the party, paid Gagnon, former executive assistant to 
Immigration Minister Jean Bienvenue, $1,000 a month 


1 Trudeau, Dennis, "Liberals Covered Legal Fees of 2 Crime Inquiry 
Witnesses, The Montreal Gazette, 26 March 1975, 1-2. [Edited by 
Christopher Richard Wade Dettling, 2016] 

1 



for four months after Gagnon left his job in the fall of 
1973 when his name was linked with underworld figures. 

But DesRosiers, former chief organized for the 
provincial [2] Liberals, said he might not have made the 
same decision if he had known his name would come up 
during testimony. 

"I learned things after/' said DesRosiers. "Maybe I 
would have been a little more prudent." 

DesRosiers said that defraying the legal costs was 
simply the application of a principle that the party pays 
the legal fees of its members if any action arises in the 
course of their political activities. 

Gagnon, once executive assistant to the late Pierre 
Laporte, and Cote, a Liberal organizer, were called before 
the crime probe to discuss possible 1970 links between 
the slain labor minister and underworld figures Frank 
Dasti and Nicola Di lorio and attempts at influence- 
peddling on behalf of the two underworld figures by 
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Cote, Gagnon, and Guy Luduc, National Assembly 
member for Taillon. 

The crime inquiry's report, released last December, 
cleared Laporte of any underworld connections, but 
criticized the behaviour of Cote, Gagnon, and Leduc, who 
has since resigned from the Liberal Party to sit as an 
independent. 

DesRosiers said he made the decision to pay the 
men's legal fees and to support Gagnon while he was 
chief organizer for the party even though Paul 
Desrochers, former special advisor to Premier Robert 
Bourassa "expressed some reluctance about it." 

HIS DEFENDER 

"I was even a defender of Gagnon at the time," 
DesRosiers said, adding that everyone has a right to a full 
and entire legal defense and to be presumed innocent 
until proven guilty. 
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Michel Robert, Quebec bottonier and lawyer for 
Gagnon during the hearings, declined to comment on the 
reports, citing the professional secrecy of a lawyer's 
dealings. 

Maurice Fish, Cote's lawyer, was not available for 
comment and neither Gagnon nor Cote could be 
reached. 

DesRosiers said Gagnon came to him in the fall of 
1973, after he had left his government job, and asked for 
financial help. 

"He [Gagnon] was in need of money to such an 
extent that the first payments were made by me 
personally from my own pocket," he [DesRosiers] said. 

The payments, always in cash to Gagnon, were later 
taken over by the party. 

"If I had known that Gagnon would say that on my 
recommendation he stopped seeing certain people I 
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would have referred him to someone else. If I had had a 
personal interest in it I would not have got involved/' 

Gagnon told the crime inquiry that DesRosiers told 
him he was helping people who were not quite 
legitimate. Dasti is serving a 20-year sentence in New 
Jersey for heroin trafficking and in New York Monday was 
sentenced to 15 years for conspiracy to and trafficking in 
cocaine. 

DesRosiers said he stopped making the payments to 
Gagnon personally when his name was mentioned in the 
crime probe testimony. 


DENNIS TRUDEAU, 1975 
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